Czech model Petra
Nemcova, famous for
surviving the Asjan
tsunami, is putting her

fame to good use—

getting computers to
kids. Her latest stop:
Haiti. Here, excerpts

from her diary

As lold to Abigall Pesta Pholographed by Sarah Stacke

etra Gets Wii'éd

|

B BEFORE 1 VISITED HAITI, U'd heard a lot of bad things about it “Oh,
there's no hope for Haiti,” people snid. “Forget about i1 They couldn®t
hawve been more wreoryg: True, the country s the poorest nation in the
Western Hemisphere, and people often have to eat mud cokes—yes,
actual cakes made of mud—to Gl their stomachs. And e heard about
the sprawling slum called Cité Soleil, where for vears people lived in
fear of getting machine-gunned down by gangs. But the country has
come a long way, thanks in part te a UN. peacekeeping force, and the
Haiti 1 saw was a beautiful place Alled with hope, 1 traveled to the capi
tal eity, Port-au-Prince, with Haiti's native son, singer Wyelel Jean, and
we worked together Lo bring computers to a sehool near bis hometown,
For the past few vears, 've been helping to build computer labs around
the world thivugh my organization, the Happy Hearts Fund, which |
started up after the tsunami in 2004, Heve's how my latest brip went, »3
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marie daire MORE THAN A PRETTY FACE

ANEW WORLD ®»
These kids knew about
computers, but had
never actually used one.
Thizy thought it was funny
when Wyclel [sitting next
to mal showed them a
mouse, “A mouse?” one
boy asked, He hadn't
heard of that. But soon
he'll outgrow the teacher.

MISTAKEN IDENTITY »
The kids In Cité Soleil asked, “Are you Shakira?® Actually, a
lat of people asked me that, which | thought was funny, I'm
the worst singer on the planet, but people kept asking me
to sing anyway. Children in this slum ame incredibly poor—
the: young ones often run arcund naked. Malnutrition is wide-
spread in Haiti; every hour, a child under the age of 5 dies.
We gave a T-shirt 1o a little boy who had no clothas, and
then all the kids wanted T-shifs. They were crazy for T-shirts,
Just a smali thing like that completely made thair day.
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« HOMETOWN HERO
This is the hean of Gité Solell, which ls near the
school where we installed the computers. Every-
one here knew Wyclef—he's their idol, When a
group of kids spotted him, we stopped our car
and got out; then they picked him up and carmied
him over thelr heads, It was so beautiful. He is
their hope and the light for the whole of Haitl,

« CHOW TIME
We had traditional dishes of meat, tomatoes, and
bananas al this community kitchen, launched by
Wyelef and his foundation, Y&le Haitl iwhich means
“Haiti's cry for reedom”], There are many ways 1o
hedp people here—and around the world, for that
matter. And It brings you such joy (o do so. In fact,
It's very selfish to help others, because while you
make them happy, you feel even belter yoursell.
This should be the new seffish—helping others! me

# For mang nlodmalion on how o get ) ad, g0 to kappyvheansiend .o
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